
 

  

Rotterdam, 1-2 December 2016   

Rotterdam Declaration on Best Tyres  
  
 

We, Mayors and representatives of European Cities 
 

 
Concerned over the growth of the number of cars estimated in the EU to be more than 235 

million and the negative impacts on human health, the living environment and climate; 
 

Aware of the following:  
-One third of people living in urban areas are exposed to concentrations of air pollutants above European 
and/or National limits, 
-Almost 50% of residents in our cities are exposed to noise levels above 55 dB and nearly 15% of residents 
are exposed to noise levels higher than 65dB, resulting in yearly 10,000 premature deaths, 
-Almost 25.700 people were killed in 2014 in traffic accidents; one third of these accidents happen in 
urban areas, 
-In urban areas, traffic is the largest contributor of CO2, which leads to global warming; 
 

Also aware of the study ‘Potential benefits of Triple-A tyres in the European Union1’ that showed 
major benefits moving to AAA-tyres according to the EU tyre label ((1222/2009).  The use of Triple-A tyres 
in the EU would annually save up to 17 billion litres of fuel and reduce CO2 emissions by roughly 42 Mton. 
Yearly, 2,567 less people would be killed in traffic accidents, the number of serious injuries would be 
reduced by 12,353 and the number of slight injuries would be reduced by 19,631. The number of (highly) 
annoyed people from road traffic noise would be reduced by 13 (8.3) million. The number of (highly) 
sleep-disturbed people would be reduced by 6.1 (3.4) million. From a societal perspective, the associated 
annual cost savings are estimated to amount to 34 billion Euro;  
 

Committed to contribute to a healthy environment for our citizens and determined to limit the 
noise in our streets by using the most ‘Quiet Road Surfaces2’ and recognizing that for noise abatement 
quiet roads and better tyres complement each other;  
 

Recognizing that better tyres are safer, produce less noise have a lower rolling resistance, 
reducing fuel consumption and thus CO2 emissions. And that by using better tyres and promoting them 
amongst citizens, institutions, enterprises and other local bodies, cities can benefit from reduced CO2, less 
air pollution, a lower number of fatalities and injuries and less noise exposed people; 
 

Realize the importance of keeping car tyres inflated at the correct pressure. This would also 
mean saving fuel, reducing casualties, reducing CO2, air pollution and noise.  And that Tyre Pressure 
Monitoring Systems (TPMS) are available which monitors the inflation of the tyres and warns the driver if 
the tyre pressure becomes too low, 
 

Furthermore, that better tyres are as safe as other approved tyres. They do not wear more or 
cause more particular matter (PM) emissions and would reduce air pollutants. And that better tyres do 

                                                 
1 Presented at the 60th session of the UNECE/GRB, http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29wgs/wp29grb/grbinf60.html, 

informal doc GRB-60-13 
2 Quiet Road Surfaces, EUROCITIES Leaflet, version 1, 2010. Source: www.eurocities.eu 

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/wp29wgs/wp29grb/grbinf60.html


 

  

not necessarily cost more. However, any additional cost will be more than offset by savings in fuel. For the 
average end-user better tyres, including the correct tyre pressure, the annual fuel cost savings would 
range from € 150 for passenger cars to € 2500 for long-haul vehicles. 
 
 

We Cities3, declare, 
 

To strive to ensure that in 2020, 50% of the municipal car fleet is provided with the Best Tyres4 
and in 2024 all cars are provided with the Best Tyres; 

 
To demand that our municipal car fleet is equipped with the Best Tyres when these cars or 

vehicles are bought or leased;  
 
To provide our vehicles with the Best Tyres when the tyres are being replaced when they are 

worn;  
 
To organise that the tyres of our fleet will be checked and inflated every two months to the tyre 

pressure belonging to the vehicle and tyres; 
 
To move to Triple A rated tyres as soon as they become available.  
 
To monitor the percentage of Best Tyres in our car fleet and organize and implement that tyres 

of our fleet are kept at the correct tyre pressure and to report once per 2 years about the progress made 
starting in 2018; 

 
To endeavour that once per two years the report as meant above will be published in local media 

to inform the public and to encourage them to purchase Best Tyres as well; 
 
To meet every two years under auspices of the municipality of Rotterdam/DCMR EPA to discuss 

the reports and to present an overall view which will be put in a covering report set up by the municipality 
of Rotterdam/DCMR EPA. Such reports may help the European Commission to update and tighten the 
current emission limit values for vehicles and tyres, and reduce the number of exemptions; 

 
To promote to include Best Tyres in the ‘Terms of Reference’ for works or services commissioned 

by the city council and/or municipal services as a part of our Green Procurement policies and that our 
employees, citizens, businesses and institutions use Best Tyres when and where possible; 

 
To call upon local, regional and national authorities and other fleet-owners that acceleration of 

the implementation of these kinds of measures and introduction of quiet, clean, safe and energy friendly 
transport in our cities should be implemented as soon as possible. 

 
 

                                                 
3 The list of signatories (Mayors, vice-mayors, councillors, etc.) of joining cities can be found on: www.better-tyres-now.eu 
4 ‘Best Tyres’ are available tyres that have the best possible label for the three categories Energy, Wet grip and Noise according to 

EU Regulation1222/2009. 


