
Noise from Outdoor Equipment Directive (Update) 
 
INTRODUCTION 
Working Group Noise has sent in her comments previously to the European 
Commission on the Outdoor Equipment Directive. By TNO a Study Communicated to 
Commission is finalised. Publication of Study is expected in a few weeks. This 
directive comprises limit value and the obligation of labelling for equipment that 
could be used in construction works, 

UPDATE per 31 Mar 2016  

The finalised study on the suitability of scope and limit values of Directive 2000/14/EC relating to the 
noise emission in the environment by equipment for use outdoors has been communicated to the 
Commission, it can be confirmed. 

The study "Study on the suitability of the current scope and limit values of Directive 2000/14/EC 
relating to the noise emission in the environment by equipment for use outdoors"  (ODELIA) was done 
by TNO. 

The expected proposal for a Directive would amend Directive 2000/14/EC which aims to harmonise 
the laws of the Member States relating to noise emission standards, conformity assessment 
procedures, marking, technical documentation and collection of data concerning the noise emission in 
the environment of equipment for use outdoors. The expected proposal would focus on equipment 
with high environmental impact. The proposal would be aligned with the New Legislative Framework. 

The proposed directive would:  

 add new equipment types to Article 12 (Equipment subject to noise limits)  

 re-categorise other equipment types from Article 13 to article 13 

 add new equipment types to the list under Article 13 

 introduce financial incentives for quieter equipment 

 improve the noise label 

 remove certain equipment types from the Directive 

 introduce market surveillance measures 

 improve information for public and industry 

Follow up 
The Commission may make the final study conducted by a consortium led by TNO publicly available in 
the coming weeks. The expected study will feed into the impact assessment of the expected 
legislative proposal on the issue. The European Commission is expected to present the proposal 
during the last quarter of 2016 or in 2017.The proposal would follow the ordinary legislative 
procedure under the Lisbon Treaty. 

After publishing the study WG Noise could scrutiny the final study and consider to send her position 
to the European Commission. 

Possible allies: European Environment Agency (EEA), WHO, CAETS, BUEC, Member States 



 

 


